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SUB J : PARTY REACTION TO CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY LOCK IN 
REF: LISBON 6737 DTG 131 144Z NOV 75 

SUMMARY: DEMOCRATIC PARTIES ARE TAKING CRISIS GENERATED BY 
PCP-LED CONSTRUCTION WORKERS EXTREMELY SERIOUSLY. SOCIALISTS 
AND POPULAR DEMOCRATS HAVE CALLED COUNTER-DEMONSTRATION FOR 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LISBON 06741 131533Z 

LATER TODAY (NOV 13) IN FRONT OF PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. CENTER 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


SOCIAL DEMOCRATS ARE SUPPORTING DEMONSTRATION. END SUMMARY. 

1. PARTY REACTIONS TO CRISIS: DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL PARTIES 
ARE TAKING CRISIS GENERATED BY PCP-LED CONSTRUCTION WORKERS 
SERIOUSLY. SOCIALIST (PS) LEADER SOARES AND POPULAR DEMOCRATIC 
(PPD) LEADER SA CARNEIRO MET AT NOON TO CONSIDER NEXT STEMPS. 
ALREADY DECIDED UPON IS A COUNTER-DEMONSTRATION TODAY (NOV 13) 

IN FRONT OF PRESIDENTIAL PALACE, LESS THAN TWO MILES FROM BESIEGED 
SAO BENTO PALACE. BRITISH EMBASSY REPORTS THAT PARTIES HAVE BEEN 
IN TOUCH SEEKING HELP IN PRESSING GOVERNMENT TO TAKE FIRM ACTION. 

PS HAS REQUESTED ITS MEMBERS TO STOP WORK THIS AFTERNOON AND 
START ASSEMBLING AT THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE RIGHT AWAY. 

(A) PS REACTION: PS SPOKESMAN DESCRIBED SITUATION TO EMBOFF 
AS "EXTREMELY GRAVE." SOCIALISTS ISSUED STATEMENT MORNING 
NOV 13 CONDEMNING ACTION BY CONSTRUCTION WORKERS. PS LABELLED 
ACTION A "POLITICAL MANIPULATION" ON THE PART OF MINORITY 
FORCES ATTEMPTING TO TURN LEGITIMATE WORKERS' STRUGGLE INTO A 
SEDITIOUS MANEUVER AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. PS NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
IS NOW IN EMERGENCY SESSION. 

(B) PPD REACTION: PPD SPOKESMAN TOLD EMBOFF THAT PPD 
BELIEVES PCP IS ATTEMPTING A COUP. AZEVEDO'S ORDERS, HE SAID, WERE 
BEING IGNORED. COPCON, HE NOTED, SIMPLY DID NOT RESPOND TO 
AZEVEDO'S ORDER EVENING OF NOV 12 TO PREVENT MOVE BY CONSTRUCTION 
WORKERS. ACCORDING TO PPD, COMMUNICATION WITH THOSE INSIDE SAO 
BENTO, HAS EFFECTIVELY BEEN CUT OFF AFTER CONSTRUCTION WORKERS 
FORCED DELGATES AND OTHERS INTO HEMICYCLE OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
WHERE THERE ARE NO PHONES. 

(C) CDS REACTION: PARTY LEADER TOLD EMBOFF CDS VIEWS SITUATION 
AS ATTACK ON GOVERNMENT AIMED AT DISSOLUTION OF CONSTITUTE 
ASSEMBLY. CDS IS ESPECIALLY WORRIED BY PCP DECISION TO BUS 
ADDITIONAL WORKERS IN FROM LISNAVE AND BEJA LATER TODAY. 

CARLUCCI 
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